Preface

My first introduction in the Iranian langlage 1993 when Dr. A. Lubotsky
instructed me and a fellow-student in this rz guage. At first, it was a subject
like another. But gradually, I became enchanted wi i e of the Iranian languages
which used to be spoken in the vast plains o arrival of the Turks and
Mongols. Regrettably, it is litde-known to the educated, that numerous
Iranian tribes have existed ia antiquity. e versed in the classical
languages are familiar with tribal names like Sey tians or Alans mentioned by
Herodotus and Pliny, only few are able to lig a small Caucasian people who
seldom “make the headlines”. T have experienced at first hand that the Ossetians take great
pride in their illustrious past. When reading and leagning about their history I cannot help
recalling the motto of Herodotus: “For most of those which were great once are small
today; and those which used to be small were great'in my own time” (transl. A. de
Sélincourt).
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