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Lévi-Strauss, Roman Jakobson, Victor Shlovskij, Hans Robert Jauss, and Wolfgang Iser
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In the course of her long career, the honoree has never isolated Arabic literature as text
on the page but treated it holistically, including its function and reception by contempo-
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ion of her 65™ birthday, this very

rary and subsequent audiences. To Hono
the Free University of Berlin

subject was chosen for an International Symposium held
June 27-29, 2001 under the title, “Proces i the Context of Arabic Lit-
erature.” Papers presented there have been assembled in the present volume so that the
festive moment will not be limited to the;memori i licipants, for “the tongue is
for him who sees you, but'the pen is fo om you, for the one who has
gone before you, and for/the one who v ou,” as al-Jahiz has remarked.1
Proud to count her in our midst, we wish Renatedacobi many more productive years as
a scholar, teacher, and guardian spirit of future explorers of Classical Arabic literature,
borrowing the words of Muhammad b. Yahya alsSili:

Hassana lldhu I-zamina lladhi qalla fili naziruki>bi-baqa’iki wa-wahaba li-ahli [-adabi
salamataki.

il

N

1 Kitaban li-I-Jahiz: Kitab al-Mu‘allimin wa-Kitab fi I-Radd ‘ala I-mushabbaha, ed. Ibrahim Jiris (Tel
Aviv 1980), p. 60.




