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The present book is the winner of the Award of ‘Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain
International Prize for Historical and Cultural Studies in Andalusia’ that was granted for
the first time on the 17th of February, 2009. The patron of the Award, Mr. Abdulaziz Saud
Al-Babtain presented, himself, the Award to the author of this book at a special
celebration held at the University of Cordoba in Spain, and the Award was organized by
the ‘Chair of Arabic Studies’ at the University of Cordoba, which is sponsored by Mr.
Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain, the President of the ‘Foundation of Abdulaziz Saud AlBabtain’s Prize for Poetic Creativity’ (Kuwait).
While organizing the Award, there was no plan to publish the book or translate it
from Spanish into English. However, Mr. Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain felt the need to
translate the book into several languages and to publish it, keeping in mind the
importance of its subject matter, the lack of similar studies, and the depth of analysis
presented by the author.
The ‘Chair of Arabic Studies’ of the University of Cordoba was able to organize this
Award, along with a rich variety of other cultural activities thanks to the generous
financial support granted by the ‘Foundation of Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain’s Prize for
Poetic Creativity’ and Mr. Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain, its founder and only financial
sponsor. Special thanks are due to Mr. Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain for his generosity and
genuine willingness to support authentic research and cultural studies, in particular
studies aimed at unearthing the rich and fascinating history and culture of al-Andalus.
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And as always I thank José Luis Martín, who still lives in our memory, for having
showed me the importance of the Castilian area and all the current research
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de Investigaciones Científicas (CSIC) in Madrid, to all of whose librarians I am grateful
for their efforts on my behalf. Likewise to the archivists of all the archives I consulted:
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Real Chancillería in Valladolid, and to a lesser extent the Archivo Histórico Nacional in
Madrid.
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benefited from the conclusions of a second project, HUM2006-03038, ‘El centro de la
Península Ibérica entre la Antigüedad y la Edad Media: espacios, poderes y
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directed by Iñaki Martín Viso. I am grateful to all the participants in both for all that I
have learned from them.
In conclusion I wish to thank my friends, my family, and particularly my husband
José Manuel and my two daughters Beatriz and Sol for helping me to continue to write.
For any errors that may be found in these pages, I alone am responsible.

